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THE INCLUSIVE CLASSROOM:
IMPLEMENTING UNIVERSAL DESIGN FOR LEARNING IN THE COLLEGE
CLASSROOM
DRS. FRANK DYKES, JESSICA REUTER, & STACI ZOLKOSKI
MARCH 2 2 , 2 017

WHAT IS AN INCLUSIVE CLASSROOM?

??
Inclusive

??

??
??

WHY MUST I CHANGE WHAT I DO?
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dGCJ46vyR9o

WHO ARE OUR LEARNERS AT UT TYLER?
Digital Natives

Non-traditional
English Language Learners (ELL)
Hidden Disabilities
Culturally Diverse Students

WHO ARE DIGITAL NATIVES AND WHAT DO THEY
WANT?
They want freedom in everything they do, from freedom of choice to freedom of
expression.
They love to customize , personalize.
They are the new scrutinizers.
They look for corporate integrity and openness when deciding to buy and where to
work.
The Net Gen wants entertainment and play in their work, education and social life.

WHO ARE DIGITAL NATIVES AND WHAT DO THEY
WANT?
They are the collaboration and relationship generation.

The Net Gen has a need for speed, not just in video games.
They are the innovators
“ I don’t understand why I have to power down when I come to class”-student
▪ (Windsor, 2009)

NON-TRADITIONAL STUDENTS
Age 23 or older

Married and living off campus
Part time students
Students who have spent time in the workforce and are returning to school
May have families and/or current job responsibilities

ENGLISH LANGUAGE LEARNERS
Students who did not grow up in the United States and whose first language is not
English.
May be the first in the family to attend college.
Take an “untraditional path” and take longer to finish college.
Listening is an active rather than passive skill.

HIDDEN DISABILITIES
Psychiatric disorders

Epilepsy
HIV/AIDS
ADHD
Learning Disabilities

Medical Conditions
Diabetes

CULTURALLY DIVERSE
Religion

Nationalities
Race
Gender
Sexual Orientation

HOW CAN I TEACH ALL OF THESE STUDENTS?

UNIVERSAL DESIGN
“UDL is an approach to teaching that consists of the proactive design and use of
inclusive instructional strategies that benefit a broad range of learners including
students with disabilities.” (Scott, McGuire & Embry, 2002)

WHAT IS THE DIFFERENCE?

PRINCIPLE 1
Provide multiple means of representation(assists in acquiring knowledge)
▪ Do you draw on the board/use PowerPoint?
▪ Do you mostly lecture on your content?
▪ Do you have students in groups?
▪ Do you give applications for your materials?

PRINCIPLE 2
Provide multiple means of action and expression (demonstrate what they know)

Do you include multimedia?
Allow for the use of computers/phones in class?
The Three P Words

PRINCIPLE 3
Provide multiple means of engagement

What sources do you provide students through multiple sources?
Do students work collaboratively?
Do you provide multiple methods for student expression?
Active Learning!

Taps into interests and offers challenges

PRINCIPLE 4
Faculty / Student Interaction
▪ Know your students
▪ Engage in personal interactions
▪ Provide a safe, supportive environment

CLASS A
Syllabus and lecture notes are provided as .wpd document ( word perfect)

Assignments include reading several texts and writing papers about each text.
No student-to-student discussion/interactions
Final evaluation only source of student feedback.

CLASS B
Syllabus, lecture notes, and power point slides are provided as accessible PDF
documents.
Narrated power point lectures and transcripts of lectures are available online.
Assignments include readings, conducting interviews, attending meetings/sites,
student-to-student discussion
Assessments of learning include: written assignments, creation of podcasts, and
graded discussion.
Instructor provides timely feedback and evaluation.

LET US PRACTICE UDL
Mariah

Disability: Visually Impaired
Class: Biology 1301 Lab
Goal for lesson: To create an accurate representation of the shape and
characteristics of plant cells.

Accommodations: Enlarged print; extra time for tests

ANOTHER APPLICATION
What UDL strategies could you use to teach the distributive property in algebra:
a (b+c)= ab +ac

STRATEGIES
Think-Pair-Share

Cooperative Learning
Graphic organizer
PPT –copy to group/ PDF
Please share strategies that have been effective in your classes.

RESOURCES
www.washington.edu/doit

www.ist.hawaii.edu/
www.cast.org
www.uttyler.edu/disabilityservices/facultyandstaffresources.php

